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  Enduro Water-Based Pro Series White Polyurethane
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  Hard Wax Oil & Hardener
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  Gel Stains
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  Water-Based Wood Stain
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  Pro Image Flooring Topcoat




    

  
  

  
  





          


  
        
            	
      Water Based Floor Products
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  Jen Poly Brushes
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  Ultraflex Softback Sanding Sponge
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                      Gel Stain from General Finishes is home of the popular Java Gel Stain featured across the nation's social media for upcycling furniture and cabinets.
      
    


  




      
    
          
  Gel Topcoat: Oil Based Urethane
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                      Gel Satin Topcoat has been a long-time favorite finish of woodworkers, with a heavy-duty oil-and-urethane base that produces a beautiful, hand-rubbed look. Gel Satin Topcoat has a thick consistency, so there are no drips, or runs.
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        Tue, 11/03/2015 - 12:00

            

          

    
                
        It's a wrap! General Finishes next round of tutorial videos are on their way! We will be releasing one per week for the month of November so stay tuned.

            

          


    

  




      
    
          
                
        
  *Can Gel Stain Be Used Over Laminate?



            

          


    

        
          
            Gel Stains (Oil Based)
              Milk Paint
          

    
            GF advises extra care and prep when applying any finish over laminate surfaces because they are specifically designed not to mar and therefore they are not very "sand-able", making adherence difficult.
In addition to this non-permeable surface factor, General Finishes Gel Stain is an oil-based product, and it is more difficult to obtain proper drying characteristics over a dense manufactured surface such as laminate. Gel stains, as all wood stains, were formulated to go over raw wood which has an "open" surface and can absorb some of the stain.
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                      [image: before and after of kitchen cabinets using java gell stain ]



      
    

        
          
      Post Date

                
        Thu, 08/29/2013 - 12:00

            

          

    
                
        Check out this refinished kitchen in Jav

            

          


    

  




      
    
          
                
        
  Do Gel Stains Require a Topcoat?



            

          


    

        
          
            Gel Stains (Oil Based)
          

    
            All stains need a top coat. Think of stain as the color and top coat as the sealer and protectant.
The high urethane content of General Finishes Gel Stains results in a lustrous finish that tends to fool people into assuming no sealant is required. The beauty of Gel Stain comes from thick thick urethane which can carry a LOT of color to any surface, but that color must be sealed in with top coat. An added bonus of top coat is that it also protects the wood from drying out.
Think of stain as the color and top coat as the sealer and protectant.
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        Thu, 07/30/2015 - 12:00

            

          

    
                
        In this video, Tom and Sheryl Monahan of General Finishes show how to refresh existing oak cabinets with General Finishes Brown Mahogany 

            

          


    

  




      
    
          
                
        
  How can I thin Gel Stain?



            

          


    

        
          
            Gel Stains (Oil Based)
              Technique Tips
          

    
            Gel Stain can be mixed with up to 50% Liquid Oil Stain but be aware that this will thin the viscosity.
We recommend starting with 10% Liquid Oil Stain and testing to your satisfaction. Add more Liquid Stain as needed up to 50%. The mix will be thin and more translucent with less color saturation and intensity, but will not lose any of its properties for adhesion and curing.

          


    

  




      
    
          
            How to Layer General Finishes Gel Stains to Create a New Color
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        Sat, 07/27/2013 - 12:00

            

          

    
                
        Click on the first photo and follow along with this photo tutorial as we finish a walnut table with 1 coat of Java Gel Stain over Nutmeg Gel Stain. Completed with 3 coats of Gel Satin Topcoat. Table design by John Harryman.
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        We saw this bench finished in General Finishes Java 
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